In the special exhibition of English domestic needlework which opens in the Museum on November 6, it is safe to say that the needlework pictures will have the widest appeal. Some seventy of these pictures, probably the largest collection ever brought together, will be there to charm the visitor with their varied subjects and astonish - 
majority in the exhibition date from that period. During the preceding century the pictorial efforts of the Elizabethan needleworker were confined to such objects as bed valances, cushion and table covers, and wall hangings. Of all these the visitor will see distinguished examples in the exhibition. But the needlework picture as a thing to be framed and hung upon the wall does not appear to have become popular until the reign of Charles I (1625-1649). The most interesting of those that have come down to us, including the four illustrated here, were made between 1625 and 1675. Needlework pictures continued to be produced under the later Stuarts and the Georges, but though occasionally full of charm these are not to be compared with the earlier work. 
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